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ABSTRACT

The Special Labor Force Report shows a substantial
rise in the labor force participation rates of married women and
single and divorced persons. Also explored is the downward trend of
‘married men (55 years old or over) as meambers of the-labor force.
This decline was due mainly to early retirements and to some extent
to a rising incidence of reported disability. The report notes a rise
in the labor force participation of multiple worker families but not
of women heads of households. These findings were compiled froam the
annual nationwide survey of marital and family characteristics of
vorkers in the population 16 years old and over. Appended to the
report are statistical tables and charts. (BP)
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Of the substantial 2.4 million rise in the labor force between March 1973 and
March 1974, nearly half (47 percent) were single persons, 27 percent were
divorced persons, and 23 percent were married women. Married men did not
figure at all in the increase, as their labor force held steady over the year at 39.7
million. The number of married women in the work force rose by 550, 000 to 20,4
million, or nearly three- fifths of all working women, Employment growth, or lack
of it in some cases, corresponded with the changes in the labor force, and the job-
less numbers and rates in all marital groups were not significantly changed over the
year. (See table 1,)

Recent labor force increases among single persons are mostly due to the large
number of post- World War II children who are now in the 20-to- 29 age bracket
where labor force participation rates are substantially higher than for teenagers.
Since 1970, the labor force participation rate for single men has advanced from
61 to 67 percent; for single women, it has advanced from 53 to 57 percent, The
increasing prominence of divorced persons in the labor force largely reflects their
growth in the population, In 1973 and early 1974, the divorce rate hit the highest
level ever recorded in the United States.

The labor force participation rate of married men continued its long-term
decline, slipping to 84 percent in March 1974, This decline, as in the past, was
concentrated among husbands 55 years old and over, due mainly to early retirement
and to some extent to a rising incidence of reported disability, The rate for men
45 to 54 also is beginning to drift downward.
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Over the year, the labor force participation rate of married women continued
to trend upward, reaching 43 percent. (See table 2,) Since 1970, the rate for
wives with children under 3 has climbed 5 percentage points to 31 percent; rates
for married women with older children or no children under 18 have increased
more slowly. |

In line with the rising labor force participation of married women, the
number of multiple- worker families has also risen. In March 1974, there were
about 22,5 million husband- wife families that had other family members (usually
the wife) in addition to the husband in the labor force. This number represented
57 percent of all husband- wife families in which the head was in the labor force,
(See table 3.) ,

The number of women who were family heads totaled 6, 8 million in March
1974, Their labor force participation rate, at 54 percent, was higher than that of
wives, but has remained little changed for many years.

These findings are from the annual survey of marital and family characteristics
of workers in the population 16 years old and over. The survey was conductes in
March 1974 for the Bureau of Labor Statistics by the Bureau of the Census, Addi-
tional information on this subject.will be published in a forthcoming issue of the
Monthly Labor Review.




Table 1, Bwployment status of petsons 16 years old snd over, by marital status, sox, and race, March 1973 and 1974 BEST copv M’MMB[E

tNumbers §n thousands)

_March 1973 March 1974
Labor_toree . ) ! 7 Labor force
] Total 17 i ‘Qmm}mgg Total 3 | 1 __Unemployed
Matital status, wex, and race | Total | 1 | { Percent | Total | ] ) ) 1 Percent
{popuiation | . {Percent of] Employed| ] of 1 population v | Percent offEmployed| o 0\ of
| + | Number Inopulation ] N“nbe‘; Yabor ; N“?Eérf population ] Nun "1 tabor
forge | force
ALL PERSONS ; ‘ | |
Totalesesrrevsovaresennes [ 126,200 | 48,303 60,4 azn20 lasos 1 51 ] 1us898 | 90,690 ] 0.9 sawyy fase | 3.2
Monovossssavaenocaconaneaaeee | 69,350 | 34,399 | 78,4 | 50,895 | 2,525 4.b 70,767 | 55,3711 vz | s1.e798 { 2,635 4,8
Marravd, wite prusani--ss«»s {406,939 39,782 | bu.8 | 39,822 | 1,110 2.8 87,326 | 39,718 83,9 | 37,681 | 1,125 2.8
Harried, wafu absentsv-soeos {1733 ) 3,370 ) M | 1.29m 87 | 6.% 1,753 | 1,403 f om0l | 1,292 86 | 6,1
WIhDOWEAssv emsvvuv i nt st eeans | 1,92 . 607 N5 586 : 20 | 3,3 1,854 642 RUN S 618 24 | 3.7
Divorvedew-.oovs. sees e evne 1,93 | 1,%3m .4 1y425 103 | 6,7 2,335 | 1,869 80,0 1,737 121 | 6.5
Singlessvevssciuereracnianin 16,791 | 11,102 66,1 . 9,808 | 1,205 | 10.9 17,501 | 11.737: 67.1 | 10,350 | 1,281 10.9
WomUn scseitomrevte i enens | T0,830 | 33,908 | i1 3,925 | 1,979 5.8 78am | as,a20]  wsaz | amee | 2a: 6.0
Married, husband prowentsa~s | 46,930 ] 19,821 | a2, 2 18,908 | 913 4.6 47,324 | 20,367 43,0 19,406 - 9%1 | 43
Marriet, husband absents-w«-. 2,%02 | 1,522 52,4 1,367 155 10,2 2,975 | 1,602 35.2 | 1,47 169 10.3
Widowedes s sasentssinnanuaon. 9,856 | 2,486 25,2 | 2,394 90 | 3.6 5.814 2,434 24,8 | 2,319 ns 4,7
DIVOTCRA v v emuesrinonnneiens 3,276 2,338 | 7M. 2,216 | 122 5.2 | 3,629 | 2,647 72.9 2,521 126 4.7
Banglass-vvcean ot 1 13.8799 | 7,738 ] 55.8 7,040 | 699 9,0 14,387 | 8,230 57.2 7,480 | 750 9,0
NECRO AND OTHER RACES |
TOUALsvns =vmvn vernnmevesn | 16,648 y9e0 | ses | 9.002 872 8.8 17,206 | 10,286 59,8 9,203 948 | 9,2
T R LT L LD, 7982 | 5,533 | 73.0 } 5,02 423 7.0 7,849 | 5,774 73.6 | 5,100 j 339 9.3
Married, wile prosent.v<s... 3.827 3,237 84,6 3,032 128 4,0 3,996 3,337 R}.5 3,049 173 5.2
Marriud, wate absani--... ... 32 | 433 5.7 | 401 22 5.1 AWSVdaaf @36 76,4 411 21 4,6
Widowadseseetasensaana avaeen 353 | 3 37,1 123 8 6.1 N7 | 120 36,7 ny 3 2.5
i T R T S 280 205 73.2 191 13 6,3 Ly 270 77.8 256 12 )
Singime-erwrescevvr o, 2,550 | 1,527 | 3.9 | 13,272 52 16.5 2,608 1,611 61,8 | 1,267 330 | 20,5
Woman-s-ssvavsmrvincnnns ERETL I 9,006 4,427 LLTS - 3,978 w49 1 10,1 9,357 4,512, “8,2 4,10 409 9.0
Married, husband present-.-- 1,877 2,093 | 54,0 1,992 141 6.7 4,027 | 2,100 52,1 § 1,953 147 6.9
Harriad, husband absent----- | 1,122 S4b 48,7 497 69 12,6 1,139 | 617 54,2 | 547 70 11,4
WAAOWEG - = nms v rmvseac s nanan 1,292 369 28,6 356 13 3.5 1,317 375 28,5 | 357 18 4,8
Divorcode--c o Ammsessee ey 516 366 70.9 337 29 7.9 549 394 n.8 377 17 4.3
Singlae---- MeSeeeacavesenw - R4,259 1,053 46,0 856 . 197 18.7 2,325 | 1.026 b, 869 | 157 15.2

1/ The male labor force includes mambara of the Armed Forces living off post or with their families on post.

Table 2. Labor force participation rates 1/ of marricd women, husband present, by presence and age of children,
March 1960~1974

Witl children under 18 years
No nder 6 years
A1l | children 6 to 17 Jtos
Year wives | under | Total years | Total years, Under
18 years ‘only none under| 3 years
3 ysars
1960 cernrrcncnnccnrscrcncermensencnsnrrevenremn 30,5 34.7 27.6 39,0 18,6 25,1 15.3
32,7 37.3 29,6 41,7 20,0 25,5 17.0
1962nmscrunccccrcrocnecenrnncncrcmnncccrrccncenee 32.7 36,1 30,3 41,8 21,3 27.2 18,2
1963cceccncacannnncenanee 33.7 - 7.4 31,2 41,5 22,5 28,% 19.4
34,4 37.8 32,0 40,3 22.7 26,7 20,5
34,7 38,3 32,2 h2,7 23.3 29,2 20.0
35,4 38,4 33,2 43,7 24.2 29,1 21,2
36,8 38.9 35,3 45,0 26,5 3.7 23,3
38,3 40,1 36,9 46,9 27.6 34,0 23,4
1969rarrccccacarccccaccncencnncocrccnmansrcnncenn 39,6 41.0 18.6 48,6 28,5 34,7 24,2
1970« ~crcrecncnenscncecmsncacansnensurcececnnancn 40,8 42,2 39,7 49,2 30,3 37.0 25.8
197lccrncrcnscconsnces I 40,8 42,1 39,7 ©9,4 29.6 36,1 25,7
1972-ccrmacecnnnes 41.5 42,7 40.5 50,2 30.1 36,1 26.9
1973eccccrncccrannrncnnconcancnscnocncacnnraccrea 42,2 42,8 41,7 50,1 32.7 38,3 29,4
1974rccccccumnsncnnncnccnononsrcanccanci nnmennore 43,0 43.0 43.1 51,2 34 ) 90 31,0
1/ tLabor force as percent of population,
3
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Table 3. Employment status of family head and other family members, by vace, March 1972-197% Es“ m mu*l

| ] 1974
Employment status and relationship to head 1 19722 | 1973 % All Negro and
i ] families| White | othar
‘ races
HUSBAND-WIFE FAMILIES ‘

Total families ‘(‘[hou..nd‘.)\rc-‘-«-u»‘-<---\-----"-«-«-«-----c--h--hh------- “5.752 “6’31{‘ “6.810 Az,89h 3’916

Head in labor force: Number (thousands)=-esecsccenccccmcconccnvanava 139,116 ] 39,298 | 39,312 | 36,053| 3,259

Percentercccrnerccnncnnrvocnnnanncncnneconcana 100 0] 1000 100,0 | 100,0 100.0

Wife or other member in labor forcers=wecsaswucuccnccnmcccmcccancuna 1 54,61 55,7 | 57.2 56.% $3.7

Wife onily-‘--«~‘-\-‘--1--‘---’-su\-~~-‘---.w-:--‘--p-.------'---n-’--p---‘-h'-‘-'--’---. | 35 1 36 0 . 37.“ | 36.8 1‘5.0

Wife and other member-~reeccccecccccccsaranncnccanancncnccncnanana ] 9,9 9.8 9.9 | 9.8 10.9

Other mamber only-==seveccsmmermcuccccnccssonccrcanncrnncsenanananana | 9.6 | 9.9 | 9.8 10,0 7.8

Neither wife nor other member in labor force=e=emecvecsmcuscccncanaas ] 45.4 44,3 | 42,8 43,4 36,3
Head Employed 1/

Total: Number (thousands)seescscncacssesuucnsnsscccccnsnnnenmen : 37, 855: 38,247 | 38,252 | 35,154 3,098

o POrCRNt  rencnrsrcrna s nem e nanre e R e aR R e e n e ] 1DO.° 100.0 100,0 100,0. IDD 0

Wife or other member in labor forceemmmmmecccncnmcnanicovmneannceana 54.% 59,7 57.2 | 56,5 64,3

wWife ON]lye=eosctencnrmccarnecssannccsanatesonannananresnsssnansmnn. ] 34,9 35.9 | 37.6 | 6. 7‘ 45,4

Wife and other member-------- amemcmeemmmmema——- ;ecamesmccamanemna { 99| 9.9 9.9 9.8 11.1

Other mewber oply------- L L - : 9.7 9.9 | 9.9 | 10,0 7.8

Neither wife nor other“member in 1abor force--==emmmecwmamemscsmeman= ] 45,5 44,3 | 42,8 43,5 3s.7
Head Uremploysd

Total: Number (thousands)e=ee-wcwsscncuwowmecncnccncncencncsnnana 1,261 1,051 | 1,060 899 161

Percent-rescnecccccscnccnsanaanccan cecesmmccccsceccnanns 1 100,0} 100,0 | .100,0 100,0 100.0

Wife or other member in labor forcemmerercncumccccncnancccnccnccarean 56,31 55,6 | 56,7 57,7 $0.9

Wife ONlyec=cneccccunmccrencmccsccmarunremmnresamsaameranencenmmnnn 40.61 40,6 | 39,3 39,6 37.3

Vife and other memher-=-cccmccccccncccrencnnccnnnenenrecncccncnnnas 765 7.8 8.4 8.9 5.6

‘Other member only=----- LI L LI L ELE e L S L L L R 8.3 7.1 9.1 9.2 8.1

Neither wifz nor other memt:r in labor forcesvecccscacaa- rreerEranaan 43,5] 44,4 43,4 42,3 49,1

FAMILIES WITH FEMALE HEAD

Total familles (thousands)----- L LU L L P PP 6,184 | 6,600 6,798 | 4,847 1,951

Head in labor force; Number (thousands)«=-e-- T 1 3,288 3,510 3,679 2, 725 954

Percentecrecccnmncrancncacancancrrvenasonanmnan 100.0| 100,0 100,0 100 0 100.0

Other mamber in labor Eorce------------------------------------------ - 38,5 3s.8 35.2 37,8 27.9

Mo other menber in 1abor forcesecr-semeccmcamscnanmccrnrcacmarrananaen 61.5| 642 | 4.8 62.2 72.1
Head Employed

Total: Number (thousands)-reccwecceceencmsceccmcnncccnnnaocanan 3,062 3,224 3,443 2,576 867

Percent~ecewemreccrrncercrnnnmeccancccecencarrrranserans 100 0| 100.0 100 0 100,0 100,0

Other member in labor force-=e-=eeecccecvcccucuccncnccvcnancccccncncan 39,1 36,6 35,6 38.3 27.6

No other wmmbar in labor forceseececccccaccccrmacncenencnnmcnresranca 60,9 63,4 64,4 61,7 72.4
Head Unemployed

Total: Number (thousandg)-e=-memecccccwnsmnrancmancccces EELTL LY 226 236 236 149 87

PerCNlrremcmruccermamnmarenccencnesamnmcensananrnsamman 100.0] 100,0 100,0 100,0 100,0

Other member in labor force-r=-rerccecrmccccncnacnncocnccncncncmecconan | 31,0 24,8 29,5 29,1 30.2

No other member in labor forcerer=-meccecccscmermucnccncorrccannrncana 69.0 75.2 70.5 70.9 69.8

1/ 1Includes members of the Armed Forces living off post or with their families on post.
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